Summary vs. Analysis
When asked to write an analysis, it is not enough to simply summarize. You must also add your own analysis of what you’ve discovered about your topic. Analysis means breaking something down into its various elements and then asking critical thinking questions such as WHY and HOW in order to reach some conclusions of your own. Let’s examine what it means to analyze and what it looks like.   
What is analysis and how is this different than summary? 
To summarize is to take ideas and present them again in a more concise way. But to analyze is to reach your own conclusions about how the elements of a topic, theory, issue, or story fit together to create something that may not be evident at first glance. 
[image: Traits of a Summary vs. Analysis]
 
As you can see from the list of traits above, summary involves identifying, while analysis takes this a step further by discussing how and why pieces of a whole function together to create meaning and significance. 
How does one do an analysis?
1. Choose a Topic
Begin by choosing the elements or areas of your topic that you will analyze. You’ll need to break down the topic, theory, issue, or story that you are analyzing into its various pieces or parts. 
· For example, elements of a story may be the setting, the characters, or the conflict. Elements of a social issue may be the economic effects, the ethical perspective, or the people that are affected.
2. Take Notes
Make some notes for each element you are examining by asking some WHY and HOW questions, and do some outside research that may help you to answer these questions. 
· For example: How does this element affect the other pieces? How do I understand this element and its function? Why is this element significant? Why is this element effective or ineffective? How and why does this element cause certain effects? How does this element contribute to the overall meaning?
3. Draw Conclusions
Make some overall conclusions based on your questions and answers for each of the elements you have analyzed. Your conclusions will be your analysis that you write in your paper. 
What does analysis look like compared to summary?
Example Summary of the Wright Brother’s Aeroplane Company Museum
[image: Summary Example]
Example Analysis of the Wright Brother’s Aeroplane Company Museum
[image: Sample Analysis]
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Traits of a Summary

dentifies the main points or elements
Identifies what was stated or what is included
Identifies thoughts or contributions others
have had

No argument or conclusion is presented

Traits of an Analysis

Makes an argument or reaches a conclus
Chooses specific elements or areas to study
Examines and interprets each element
Discusses why each element is important or
significant

Discusses how each element connects to
other pieces

Might discuss causes and effects

Might discuss strengths and weaknesses or
advantages and disadvantages

Might discuss effectiveness or
ineffectiveness
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The Wright Brothers’ Acroplane Company museum of pioncer aviation s an example of the re-teling of history Stement

that uses an ideology to create a public American identity that can influence behaviors. By focusing on [EVIERIRTY] chosen to

study.
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success can be achieved by anyone regardlessof thelrcicumstances, provided hey display te behaviors of ard work,

curiosity, determination, enthusiasm, and courage. The museum does this by replacing the story of that historical day at
Examination and
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are done.

Kitty Hawi that the public is well aware of with the story ofhow it was the Wrights” character that led them to reaching

their dream. The musevm shows that the Wrights were not highly educated scientists or engineers and were only able.

to reach their goal of controlled flight because of their work ethic and character. The museum uses the words of

“courage,” “dedication,” “enthusiasm,” “discipline,” “curiosity,” and “gumption” when describing the Wrights”
identities (Wright Brothers Aeroplane Company, 2015). By creating this identity of ordinary people who were able to
achieve greatness because of character and will, the musevm aims to impact visitors to the museum to adopt these same.

behaviors. If the musevm is able to persuade visitors to buy iato this ideology and exhibit these same behaviors




